something distinctly Fortean about “bloody apple” affair,

though I have searched through all four of Fort’s books and
found no record of the tale in any of them, nor any variant
of this phenomenon. Indeed, there is little to go on beyond
the article in Yankee (collected in Austin N. Stevens’ Mys-

terious New England; Yankee Books, 1971), though the legend

of the tainted “Mikes” appears well known locally. This one
certainly seems right up Mr. Fort’s alley, young boys bit-
ing into shiny red apples only to discover globules of
blood at the cores. Also, there is an echo here of H. P.
Lovecraft’s short story, “The Colour Out of Space,” recall-
ing the poisoned orchards of Nahum Gardner following the
fall of a meteorite-like object on his farm. Indeed, Love-
craft might well have known of Franklin’s “bloody apples,”
though I can find no direct evidence that he did. The tree
from which the apples are said to have grown was purport-
edly felled by the Great New England Hurricane of 1938, so
would have been extant in March 1927 when Lovecraft wrote
his story (not published until September of that year, in

Amazing Stories; Vol. 2, No. 6, pp. 557-67). In the absence

of any document linking the “bloody apples” of the Micah
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